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Fashion Classics
The late, great fashion editor Carrie Donovan, a woman who pontificated on the ins and outs of fashion for millions of woman from her perch as Fashion Director of Harper's Bazaar and later, the New York Times, dressed virtually the same for decades. Every day Carrie wore grey or black pleated trousers, a grey or black cashmere sweater, a choker of pearls the size of gumballs, and big, bold Elsa Peretti cuffs at each wrist.
Donovan donned the same classic pieces with their effortless luxury and easygoing sophistication. Day after day, year after year, she always looked right—appropriate, confident, chic. She herself became the true fashion classic, never the fashion victim.
Fashion classics share a few qualities. The pieces that earned distinction are extremely versatile, capable of going from day to night with only a slight change in accessories. They're often seasonless as well. They're often neutral, or "non-committal," in color so they are not fighting with whatever else you are wearing. They don't dictate a specific sense of style making them subject to fashion's vagaries. Fashion classics always look good—and so does the woman (& man) wearing them. 
What every woman should own—and why. I have added comments for the men!
The Trench Coat (goes for the man, too)
Burberry made the first ones for the military fighting in the trenches, hence the name and design details like D-rings for holding grenades. Style-setter from Katherine Hepburn to Kate Moss adapted it as the "go anywhere in any weather" coat.
A Totebag (for men a briefcase)
It's the female version of the briefcase, perfect for stashing office files, gym clothes, shoes, makeup, and an evening clutch for going out after work. 
The Little Black Dress (for men a basic suit)
The wrap dress has been designer Diane von Furstenberg's signature since the 1970s, famous for its comfortable yet flattering fit. It is at its most versatile in black, moving from office to an evening out with a quick change of jewelry.
The Pearl Choker (just doesn't apply to the men..how about a basic tie?)
Instant class for any occasion—women have been known to wear them playing tennis. Sixteen inches is the best length for most necklines, and white is the best color. 
The Clutch (a good looking wallet for the men)
Grab this and you're ready for the night. Big enough for the essentials, small enough to slip on a table top.
The Three-Piece Suit (same for the men)
A beautifully tailored jacket with matching skirt and well-cut pants in a neutral color will get a woman anywhere she has to go. Black, navy and grey work equally well.
Black Pumps  (shoes that tie for the man)
The perfect shoes anchor every look. It's perfect with jeans, suits, the little black dress, you name it.
The White Shirt  (Of course, a white shirt for men)
Tucked into jeans, peaking out of a suit jacket, the white shirt goes with everything and every color, and always looks fresh. 
Diamond Ear Studs (One article said every male should have a great watch that shouts success)
Whether worn with bikinis or a ball gown, the sparkle of diamonds at the ears lights up any look. They come in every size to fit everyone's personal style…and budget.
